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BIG BOOK SALE A BIG SUCCESS 
 by Peg Phelps 

We find good homes for used books. 

 

Even the youngest customers 
have a good time at the Big Book 
Sale!  Photo by Rodney Tujague. 

 Our latest book sale, which was held from October 18-21 at the 

Pontchartrain Center in Kenner, was once again a huge success, thanks to 

the hard work of over 100 volunteers. 

  With the help of Slidell Moving, we spent all day on Monday, Octo-

ber 15, moving the boxes of books from our storage at East Bank Regional 

Library to the Pontchartrain Center. On Tuesday, October 16, our “he-men” 

and a few hired hands moved those same boxes to the correct tables in the 

sale room, and on Wednesday our army of volunteers opened the boxes and 

put the books on the tables. 

 Bright and early on Thursday, October 18, loyal customers began 

getting in line outside the Pontchartrain Center. We estimate that the earliest 

customers were there at 6:30 a.m., although they would not tell us exactly 

what time because they do not want anyone else to get there ahead of them 

for the next sale. At 10:00 a.m., we opened the doors and the customers 

streamed it, with 464 people entering in the first half hour. A line quickly 

formed at the cashiers’ tables, and the marathon checkout began, wrapping 

up at 8:00 pm that night. Our volunteers certainly did a yeoman’s job, and 

all went home tired that day. 

See Book Sale page 2 
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We find good homes for used books. 

 The sale continued on Friday and Saturday from 

10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., with many of the people attending a 

volleyball tournament stopping in to check us out. On Sun-

day, we wrapped it up at 5:00 p.m. and tried a new method of 

packing our unsold books in Gaylord boxes, which were put 

in an 18 wheeler. The books were taken to a Thrift Books 

regional center, where they will either be recycled or sold by 

Thrift Books. We will share in the profit if the books are 

sold.  

 Thanks to the work of over 100 volunteers and the 

generosity of those who donate their books to us year-round, 

we were able to have a very successful sale and put those 

books into the hands of many loyal readers. One of our cus-

tomers, a woman who is home-bound, told us that she does 

not know what she would do without our sales. She lives 

from one sale to the next, and she expressed thanks to all the 

volunteers who make the sales possible. 

 Our next sale is scheduled from March 14-17, at the 

Pontchartrain Center in Kenner. If you would like to help in 

any way, please call 455-2665 and leave your name and 

phone number. We will contact you. 

C3-PO was a big hit at the sale!  Here he poses with cash-
ier Chris DeVillasana, left, and his new owner.  Photos by 
Patricia Cox. 

Book Sale 
continued from page 1 



Above: Lucille Lee, left, in town for a visit, poses for a 
picture with sorter Ailleen Janney.  Below: Judy Zaw-
islak photographed Kathy Norton, who also came for a 
working visit. 

Greetings, dear Friends and Fellow Booklovers! 

 I hope you have had a delightfully refreshing 

holiday season with friends, family and food.  At the 

Friends, we look forward to a busy, profitable and 

companionable 2019, with all of you joining in the 

fun whenever possible.  

 Lots of entertaining tidbits have happened 

since our September newsletter, as well as a num-

ber of newsworthy events. With my usual aplomb, I 

will sprinkle the absurd in with the latter, hopefully 

for you to have a little chuckle.  

 Around Sorting, we were pleased to wel-

come some visitors. Terry Prashak dropped in on 

9/25, and took up right where she left off five years 

ago when she moved to Iowa. We learned that Ter-

ry had sold her home in Iowa, and was on her way 

to resettle in Florida. She had one day in New Orle-

ans, and chose to spend it with us, sorting, packing 

and chatting at the lunch table. Lucille Lee visited in 

October. She had planned carefully this time, to es-

cape both our book sale and her library book sale in 

North Carolina! She also worked while she chatted 

and caught up. At about the same time, the first 

Editor of “Friends Trends,” Kathy Norton, who now 

lives in Diamondhead, MS, visited, priced and 

packed books with us for two days while her hus-

band was out on a hunting trip.  

Mary Lou Spanja celebrated her 90th birth-

day in September. Actually, she celebrated not only 

in September, but for two months, with family and 

friends. Congratulations, Mary Lou, from all of us! 

The Shadow Knows 

(and TELLS All) 

We hope your Energizer Bunny attitude and longevity 

rub off on us. 

 Maria and Rodney Tujague’s granddaughter, 

Madeleine Winningkoff, who used to volunteer sum-

mers during her early teenage years, is now all grown 

See The Shadow page 4 

We find good homes for used books. 

FRIENDS TRENDS                                   3 

Anna Campos 



up. She was graduated from UNO, and is teaching at 

Arabi Elementary. When she learned that her 4th 

graders had few books of their own, she formulated 

a spunky plan to get some for them. She collected as 

many sponsors as she could (Friends included) to buy 

a Scholastic book for each child for each month of 

the school year. Once she got started, the project 

took on a life of its own; as a result, Madeleine raised 

enough money to buy each of the 85 4th graders in 

her school (five classes) a book a month. Around the 

lunch table, we were pleased to pass around her 

heartfelt Thank You note for our donations.  

 Absurd Alert! While preparing for the 9/26 

General Meeting, Judy Welcker unfurled one of our 

maroon tablecloths to find one pink sock in its folds. 

Immediately Judy Zawislak piped up, “That’s mine!” 

It had been missing since it went through her wash 

with the tablecloths after the April sale. Anna Cam-

pos snapped a photo to mark the occasion. 

 You have already read about the Big Book sale 

elsewhere in this issue. What you haven’t heard about 

is my experience there with a well-known TV anchor, 

now retired from WWL. This lovely lady apparently 

has more time to read, as she loaded up on James 

Patterson Choice Fiction. I kept my cool to protect her 

anonymity, but I was thrilled to have waited on her. 

You just never know who you might see at one of our 

very popular book sales! 

 Like Lucille Lee, Mary Ellis and George Hassel-

tine also escaped the sale, because they were not yet 

back from their summer-long vacation. However, they 

live on a very busy street, perfect for putting up one of 

our signs. When they returned, they were greeted by 

one on their front lawn.  I wonder who put it there! 

Though I have been guilty in the past, this time it was 

not I, Mary Ellis. 

 Hospitality Chair Judy Welcker organized the 

food for the November 16 Thank You Coffee, which 

was catered by Caffé Latte Da. (See page 7 for photos.) 

It was lovely just to sit down and enjoy the camarade-

rie without having to tote food as in the past.  A lot of 

core people spruced up the Sorting Center, set up ta-

bles, chairs, and decorated. You know who you are. 

Thank you for all of your hard work. 

As well, Judy W. put in a lot of time and energy 

planning, organizing and executing the Holiday Party, 

which was held on December 5. It was very well 

attended by Library staff, employees, and Friends.  

Anthony Centanni entertained on the Library’s Bald-

win grand with both holiday and classical music. Judy 

presented a delicious array of foods, mostly donated 

by generous Friends. Kitchen helpers included Judy 

Howat, Peg P., Judy Z., Diane Pittman, and Marie 

The Shadow 
continued from page 5 
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See The Shadow page 5 

Judy Zawislak, left, (standing next to Judy Welcker) 
holds the sock that had been missing since she last 
washed the maroon tablecloths. 

Anna Campos 



Breerwood. Marie Orth picked up a Rouse’s order for 

Judy, Anna Campos helped with set-up/clean-up, and 

she and Patricia Cox made an emergency ice run. 

Mary Ellis H. kept count of the attendance with a 

clicker. Marie B. decorated with poinsettias that her 

husband Greg had snared for $1.00 at a Black Friday 

sale! Marie confessed that it was quite a trick to keep 

them alive and blooming until the Holiday Party, but 

they did.  Also, during the party, Jo Ann Rosenfeld 

passed out hot hors d’oeuvres as if she had been born 

to the job. 

Another Absurd Alert! With Friends having 

caught the spirit of the season, treats began to ap-

pear around the lunch table right after the Holiday 

Party. The extra sweets made for an especially rowdy 

lunch on December 18. It all started so innocently 

when someone, anticipating a plane trip, asked Maria 

T. how she managed her motion sickness on her last 

flight. In typical fashion, Maria launched into one of 

her stand-up comedy routines about various flights 

she had taken; soon the whole table was hysterical 

and joining in with motion sickness and vertigo stories 

of their own. Some anecdotes dated back to flights 

they took when they were pregnant! I guess we all 

needed a good laugh that day! It is true that the un-

likely lunchtime conversations we sometimes have 

are great stress relievers. This one was especially wel-

come, coming a week before Christmas. 

Amazon Happenings have been somewhat 

tame recently. When the Amazon ladies found them-

selves with few books to list, they engaged Sorting 

Chair Peg P. to come in and give a lesson on sorting. 

The ladies found it most enlightening. Their aim was 

to help relieve the backlog of boxes accumulating in 

the hallway, and that mission was facilitated. As a 

corollary, they found some books that were list-

worthy. In spite of fewer books to list, Amazon reve-

nue has remained steady at over $3,500 per month 

and steady at a 100% customer satisfaction rating.  

Patricia Cox, Store Manager, reported that 

one of the Store’s favorite gentlemen subs passed 

away in October. Tom Langley, a true Southern gen-

tleman, will surely be missed. (Ed note: his memorial 

is on page 6.)  On a lighter note, she reported that 

Audrey Munoz sold three New Orleans afghans dur-

ing one October afternoon. Patricia was amazed be-

cause Christmas shopping hadn’t even started yet, 

and the weather was still hot. 

November was a busy month—Christmas 

books and gifts started moving as soon as they were 

set out. Thanks to all of the donations, the Store had 

so much merchandise that they 

had very few expenses this sea-

son, thus higher profits. One very 

special donation was from Peg 

P.’s granddaughter, Alyssa 

McLin, who fashioned Christmas 

trees from wood scraps. She also 

bundled handmade soaps and 

The Shadow 
continued from page 4 
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Above, 11-year-old Alyssa McLin.  Below are her 
handmade trees and soaps that were sold in the 
Friends store.  Photos by Susan McLin. 

See The Shadow page 6 
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NOTICE:  The Online Sales depart-
ment is still in need of egg cartons 
(especially the styrofoam one-dozen 
size). 

ornaments in cute Christmas dishes.  

Patricia notes that for the first year since it 

introduced them, the Store has sold fewer than 100 

afghans. She believes that the Jefferson Parish market 

must be saturated, and that it might be time to adver-

tise mail orders. If customers inquire, the Store can 

mail one of our especially created afghans for a total 

cost of $55. 

The total days the Store was closed this year 

was nearly a full month. Closures were due to library 

holidays and/or inclement weather. Volunteers did a 

great job of filling their shifts and keeping their sched-

ules. In spite of the closures, the Store sold over 4,900 

books and 4,500 gift items. Its income totaled almost 

$30,000. 

There. You know all that I know at this time, 

but I’ll get back with you in the next newsletter! 

Until then, 

Your friendly Shadow 

The Shadow 
continued from page 5 

If you are reading a print copy of this newsletter and would like to receive it online, send an 
email to friendsjpl3@yahoo.com.  In the subject line, write “Subscribe Newsletter.” 

 

In Memoriam 

Dr. Alton Mark Parker II 

died August 1, 2018 

     After his retirement, Mark researched and wrote doc-
umentation for the Rare Books area of the book sale.  
For many years, he was the person customers of rare 
books dealt with at the sale. 

 

Thomas Paul Langley 

September 28, 1933-September 26, 2018 

     “One of the store’s favorite gentlemen subs passed 
away in September. Tom Langley was truly a southern 
gentleman. He will be missed.”   
  —Patricia Cox, Friends Store Manager 

B ooks are a sort of cultural DNA, the code for 

who, as a society, we are, and what we know.  All 

the wonders and failures, all the champions and vil-

lains, all the legends and ideas and revelations of a 

culture last forever in its books. 

  —Susan Orlean, The Library Book 
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The book sale coffee took place on November 16, 2018.  Read about it in the Shadow column on page 4. 

Photos from the Book Sale Thank You coffee 
taken by Robert Campos 
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Worth a thousand words  
 written and photographed by Anna Campos 

Left: Susan Larsen, left, speaker at the September 2018 General Meeting, is presented with a gift by Friends President 

Diane Schleifstein.  Center: the River Ridge Garden Club presented a frog statue (in closeup at far right) to the River 

Ridge Library.  Diane Schleifstein receives the statue from Garden Club president Elizabeth McDougald, left.  Photos 

by Anna Campos and Patricia Cox.  

News Notes 
Recent happenings for the Friends of JPL 

Above:  Looks like the 

puppy didn’t think too 

much of this training 

manual that came 

through Friends awhile 

back.  Right:  Two Little 

Free Libraries—the one 

on the left is on Colony 

(near my house). The 

other is in Covington. 



A Message from the Friends  
    Store Manager 
 
 Our little store really needs some extra 
volunteers to help us keep going.  
 
 If you or anyone you know would like 
to  help out by working a shift, please contact 
504-455-2665 to sign up.  
  
   —Patricia Cox 
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If you do not wish to receive future issues of Friends Trends, address an email to 

friendsjpl3@yahoo.com.  Use “Unsubscribe to Friends Trends” in the subject line. 

They are homegrown, toasty warm to 
snuggle up in, colorful, stylish, and casual 
enough to “throw” anywhere. They are a vi-
brant symbol of all that we in the New Orle-
ans area hold dear in our culture that was 
almost swept away when Katrina struck. 
They make great wedding, birthday, anni-
versary, graduation, and just- about-
anything-else gifts.   And they are still avail-
able ONLY at the Friends’ Store at East Bank 
Regional Library. In the 10th year of sales 
since their debut, over 1700 have been 
sold! The in-store price is $40.00, and we 
can mail them anywhere for a total cost of 
$55.00. 

New Orleans throws on sale at the Friends Store 

- Advertisement - 
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What’s cooking at the Friends? 
Maria Tujague recently showed off her skills with this unique pound cake. 
    
 
   
 

  Three-Layer Pound Cake 
 

2 sticks plus 2 tablespoons unsalted butter, cut into pieces,  
 plus more for pan 
3 large eggs, room temperature, whisked 
l/3 cup whole milk, room temperature 
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract 
1 cup plus 2 tablespoons sugar 
1-3/4 cups unbleached all-purpose flour 
1-1/4 teaspoons baking powder 
1 teaspoon kosher salt 
3 tablespoons Dutch-process cocoa powder 
4 ounces semisweet chocolate, melted and cooled 
 
 
1.  Preheat oven to 325°.  Butter a 9-by-5-inch loaf pan.  In a large bowl, whisk together eggs, milk, and vanilla.  
In another bowl, beat together sugar, flour, baking powder, and salt on low speed.  Continue beating while 
adding butter until mixture is crumbly.  Add half of milk mixture; beat on medium-high until fluffy, 1 minute.  
Add remaining milk mixture and beat until incorporated, about 30 seconds. 
 
2.  In another large bowl, whisk 2 tablespoons cocoa into chocolate.  Stir in 1 –1/2 cups batter.  Spoon into pre-
pared pan, smoothing top with a small offset spatula.  Whisk remaining 1 tablespoon cocoa into another 1-1/2 
cups batter in bowl; spoon over dark-chocolate layer and smooth top.  Spoon in remaining batter; smooth top. 
 
3.  Bake until a tester inserted in center comes out clean, about 1 hour, 30 minutes (if top is browning too 
quickly, tent with foil).  Let cool in pan 15 minutes.  Turn out onto a wire rack and let cool completely, about 2 
hours. 

Anna Campos 
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Friends of the Jefferson Public Library 

Post Office Box 9391 

Metairie, Louisiana 70055 

455-2665 

 

 Volunteer of the Year Nomination Form 

 

 

Please use this form to give your reasons for nominating one of our members as volunteer of the 

year. Please describe, in detail, your reasons for nominating this person. The committee will consid-

er the work done in the past year, the number of hours expended, any office or committee chair the 

nominee holds, and his or her overall participation in Friends’ activities. A list of previous recipients 

is printed on the reverse side of this page. Use more than one sheet of paper if necessary. Please 

return this form in person to the sorting center, email Anna Campos at camposanna@hotmail.com, 

or surface mail to P. O. Box 9391, Metairie, LA 70055, no later than May 1. 

 

Name of nominee: 

 

Why does this person deserve to be named Volunteer of the Year? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Name (optional): 

 
(See back of form for a list of prior award winners.) 
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Volunteer of the Year Awards 
 
 

    1999: Ethel Tarleton 

    2000: Fay Bilby 
    2001: Judy Zawislak  
    2002: Peg Phelps 
    2003: Kathy Norton 
    2004: Brenda Huchingson 
    2005: Jack Weldon 
    2006: David Valentine & Carolyn Lindsay 
    2007: Blanid Sunseri 
    2008: Arlene Manguno & Joan Demers 
    2009: Ailleen Janney & Sue Hellwig 
    2010: Patricia Cox 
    2011: Anna Campos & Annette Centanni 
    2012: Chris deVillasana 
    2013: Jan DeVidts and Sandra Blount 
    2014: Mary Lou Spanja and Mary Anna Lightner 
    2015: Ted Blohm and Diane Davey 
    2016: Millie Spear and Paulette Mauterer 
    2017: Maria and Rodney Tujague 
    2018: Marie Breerwood 
 
 

Friends of Distinction Awards 
 

      2005: Lisa Conescu 
     2006: Patricia Cox 
     2007: Judy Zawislak & Peg Phelps 
     2008: Sally & John Hoffschwelle; Sandra Blount 
     2009: Mary Lou Spanja 
     2010: Marie Breerwood 
     2011: Kuniko Izumi & Kathy Pennington 
     2012: Maria Tujague & Rick Demers 
     2013: None 
     2014: Robert Campos and Ann Buchel 
     2015: Milly Spear 
     2016: Leslie Fall 
     2017: Judy Welcker 
     2018: Janice Paine 
 


